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system, yet most of them are possessed of a certain amount
of more or less limited information concerning Buddha and
his law. In this respect they are perhaps ahead of many
nominal Christians in "several countries of Europe, who
dwell in large manufacturing towns and remote country
districts and belong to the lower classes, and who live
without even a slight acquaintance with the essential
tenets of the Christian creed.

In addition to the eminently useful task of teaching
youth, the Buddhistic recluse devotes occasionally some
portion of his time to the useful labour of copying manu-
scripts on palm-leaves, either for his personal use or to
increase the small library of his monastery. The work
is considered as a very excellent one, deserving of great
merits, and much recommended by the rules of the society.
It is a matter of regret that the native laziness of the
Phongyies, as well as their total want of order in acquir-
ing knowledge, thwart to a great extent the practical work-
ing of the wise provisions made by the framer of the rules.
Were it. not for such causes, copies of all the best and most
interesting works on the religious system of Buddhism
would be greatly multiplied, and could be easily procured;
whilst now they are exceedingly scarce and hardly to be
had at all. The few copies to be had with much difficulty
are to be paid for very high. All the books are made of
palm-leaves. The leaves are about twenty inches in
length, and from three to four in breadth. On each face
of the leaf from seven to nine or ten lines are written.
A copyist uses a style of iron by way of pen. With the
sharp point he scratches the epidermis of the leaf to form
the letters. In order to render the letters perfectly visible,
he rubs over the page just written with a piece of rag some
petroleum, which, penetrating into the parts scratched by
the style, causes the letters to become quite distinct and
apparent.

The Talapoins spend the best part of the day sitting in
a cross-legged position, chewing betel and conversing with